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time, you are out of custody in the courts, as I hope you will be), and you may be 
interested to know that I shall be the speaker for the Boston area in the sympathy 
meeting we are holding at noon on the 28th in Old North Church. 

When you are here on the ngrd, our students at Boston University would be 
very grateful if they had a chance to meet with you. I have several alternatives in 
mind-one is that you might meet with the group where I could set it up for you 
in the period of one to three or any portion of that you want. A second alternative 
would be that you could come in to my seminar from eleven to one, and I would 
allow visitors to come in for the general forum conference with you, if that would 
be at all congenial. The first alternative is preferable, but this second would be 
o.k., if that would fit your schedule better. 

A third alternative would be arranging in some way for them to meet with you, 
either at Union Church, where, I assume, you are to speak, or to have you come 
up here afterwards for those men who could be present for a late Friday meeting. 

Of course, any of these alternatives may not be in the picture at all because of 
other engagements you may already have, only we are eager to be in touch with 
the situation, both for whatever help we can give and for the men here as a part 
of their involvement in this whole matter which has moved so strongly in your 
area. 

Drop me a note about the alternatives, and remember that one of them is that 
you can’t be with us at all, and we would understand that if that is true. 

My best to you and your wife and your dear baby. I hope all things are working 
along well for you, and appreciate the calm and sturdy way in which you are doing 
your job. 

As ever, 
[signed] “Doc” 
AKC:IH 
{P.S. Don’t forget you were going to send me a couple of copies (an original if 
you can get it) of that Citizens Council leaflet we di~cussed.~ I’m in touch with 
the administration at Washington, and such things help build real sympathy with 
our “cause.”} 

TALS. MLKP-MBU: BOX 91. 
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3. Chalmers refers to a leaflet entitled “A Preview of the Declaration of Segregation” that was 
distributed at a Citizens Council meeting in Montgomery. The anonymous author advocated using 
violence to halt the end of segregation, reviled African Americans, and expressed fear that King would 
become president of the United States (see “Preview,” IO February 1956). 

From Howard Thurman 

14 March 1956 
Boston, Mass. 

Thuman ,  a farnib friend and an injluential theologian and pacifist who served as 
dean of Boston University S Marsh Chapel, had known King during the lalterk 
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graduate student years. The previous November he had declined King? invitation to 
preach DexterS Mens Day sermon in July 1956.’ 

Dr. Martin Luther King 
309 S. Jackson Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear King: 

I have not communicated with you before, because I wanted to be sure of my 
Tuskegee dates. I shall be in Tuskegee for the weekend of March 24. I arrive 
Saturday morning. 

I would like very much to sit down and have two or three hours talk with you 
and one or two of your close associates. I prefer doing it in private at Tuskegee. 
Would you be interested in such a possibility and, if so, would it be possible for 
you to drive over to Tuskegee any time of Saturday afternoon, March 24? Please 
let me know as soon as possible. 

Mrs. [Sue Bailey] Thurman wants you to use the enclosed to do something 
personal in nature for Mrs. King. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
Howard Thurman 
Dean 
enc. 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: BOX 91. 

I. See King to Thurman, 31 October 1955, and Thurman to King, 14 November 1955; in Papers 2 :  

583-584 and 588, respectively. 

To Dwight D. Eisenhower 

[ 8 March - 15 March 19561 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

O n  14 March at Eisenhower? week4 news conference a reporter asked the president if a 
meeting at the White House of local black and white leaders would help ease tensions 
about integration. Eisenhower suggested a congressionaljoint commission as an 
alternative. “I would like to have that body organized, bipartisan, and with every 
point of view represented on it, and as quickly as possible,” he said. The following 
week, when questioned about the Montgomery bus boycott, Eisenhower answered: ‘ 2 s  I 
understand [it] there is a state law about boycotts, and it is under that kind of thing 
that these people are being brought to trial.”’ 

14 Mar 
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I. Public Papers of the President ofthe United States: Dwight D. Eisenhower (Washington: GPO, 1960- 
1961), pp. 305 and 335. During this period congressmen Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., and Charles C. 
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